HARNESSING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR A
CUTTING-EDGE COURTROOM PRESENTATION

intelligence in different contexts.

Artificial intelligence (Al) has sparked a transfor-
mative revolution in the legal profession and how
attorneys approach their tasks. The emergence of
devices like the iPad has facilitated this paradigm
shift, acting as a catalyst for incorporating Al into
various legal processes. This harmonious blend of
cutting-edge technology and legal expertise pres-
ents a dynamic opportunity to streamline tasks,
enhance research capabilities, and reshape the
legal practice landscape.' In this article, the authors
will explore some of the more useful iPad applica-
tions for litigators, delve into crafting and employ-
ing a Virtual Trial Notebook, and provide strategies
for efficiently organizing evidence for analysis and
presentation.

At its core, Al encompasses hardware and software
applications that empower computers “to deter-
mine relationships between datasets and apply the
learned relationships in a predictive fashion.”? The
software collects background information about a
problem “through sensors or human input,” com-
pares that to the accumulated data, and decodes
that information using the previously collected
materials.®* The approach evaluates multiple sce-
narios to anticipate the most effective action, draw-
ing from the information collected.* However, the
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effectiveness of this methodology is limited by the
scope of the available data.

THE TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT
OF Al ON LAW PRACTICES

Al has swept across various sectors, and the legal
profession is no exception. A recent Goldman Sachs
analysis estimated that 44 percent of legal tasks can
be effortlessly automated by Al, enhancing attor-
neys’ efficiency and cost-effectiveness.® This tech-
nology doesn’t replace lawyers; it amplifies their
specialized knowledge, creating opportunities for
heightened productivity.”

The benefits of Al extend to refining legal research
through natural language processing, streamlining
document review and drafting, predicting case out-
comes using data analysis, and improving access to
justice.®

Among the notable tools in the Al arsenal, Chat-
GPT stands out as a breakthrough that signifies
the fusion of Al and legal practice.® Developed by
OpenAl, ChatGPT generates human-like responses
to natural language questions, boasting the capac-
ity to comprehend and promptly address various
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inquiries.' Its prowess extends to document genera-
tion, solidifying its status as a pivotal Al innovation."
While ChatGPT has garnered well-deserved acclaim,
the iPad is another technological marvel that has
remained somewhat in the shadows within legal cir-
cles.”” However, the arrival of this tablet computer
has generated awareness among attorneys seeking
to be more efficient and tech-savvy.”®

The iPad has emerged as the preferred tablet
among legal professionals, offering a versatile blend
of computational power, portability, and user-
friendly features.” Its intuitive touchscreen interface
empowers users to navigate and interact with the
device through simple finger movements. It com-
prises a central processing unit with accompany-
ing memory, display, and camera.” Apple’s iPadOS
mobile operating system powers it and has Wi-Fi
and Bluetooth abilities. With models that range
from the basic iPad to the more advanced iPad Air
and iPad Pro, it caters to diverse needs and boasts
a plethora of applications that effectively serve the
needs of lawyers.”

EVOLUTION OF COURTROOM PRESENTATIONS

The approach to presenting evidence has recently
shifted from analog methods to digital solutions.'
The courtroom landscape now embraces computer
devices, and seasoned attorneys are transitioning
from blackboard to digital presentations. This evo-
lution has given birth to various tools for producing
impactful digital representations. Contemporary
trial lawyers have a large array of data supporting
the convincing power of demonstrative evidence.
At the same time, they have access to a wide variety
of cutting-edge tools for producing notable digital
presentations that, a short time ago, were limited to
use by digital and video specialists.”

The Use of the iPad in the Courtroom

The iPad possesses the potential to revolutionize
trial presentations, empowering lawyers to metic-
ulously organize, annotate, and exhibit evidence
during trial proceedings.?® Additionally, it enables
attorneys to carry their entire case portfolio via
cloud-based platforms like Dropbox.2' Surprisingly,

statistics show that while attorneys frequently bring
tablets into courtrooms, their usage often mim-
ics large smartphones. Attorneys utilize tablets to
check their email (23.7 percent), view their calen-
dar (16.5 percent), conduct legal research (15.5 per-
cent), and communicate in real-time (12.4 percent).?
Only 13.4 percent of the time was the device used
to access important documents, and just 12.4 per-
cent was used to deliver presentations.?®* However,
the iPad’s full potential for evidence management
and presentation remains largely untapped, possi-
bly due to traditional reluctance towards adopting
new technology or misconceptions about its appli-
cations being limited to entertainment.?*

It is worth noting that about 87 percent of law firms
use a Microsoft Windows operating system, while
only 13 percent use an iOS or Apple platform.2> Many
law firms may be hesitant to adopt an Apple-based
ecosystem for litigation as they have a misconcep-
tion that Windows and Apple I0S cannot be used
in tandem. Perhaps some legal professionals don’t
know how to use both platforms together effec-
tively and are unaware of the benefits of using an
iPad to its full potential. As a result, they might not
see the value in considering a new way of preparing
and trying cases.

Lawyers have historically been cautious about
investing in new software. They prefer user-friendly
operating systems that can be implemented with-
out additional training. The COVID-19 pandemic,
however, significantly changed the legal landscape,
and many lawyers are investigating how technology
can improve their advocacy. In particular, the iPad
and its apps offer features and a touchscreen inter-
face that can replace a laptop for courtroom use.?
The touchscreen enables litigators to quickly access
important information such as case law, documents,
photos, and videos, essential in a fast-paced court-
room setting.”

The iPad’s smooth and stylish design, like an elec-
tronic legal pad, easy-to-use operating system, and
a vast selection of productive apps make it an excel-
lent choice for lawyers. Attorneys analyze, organize,
strategize, and present evidence to support their
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cases. If these fundamental tasks can be aided by
technology and accomplished quickly, efficiently,
and cost-effectively, it offers a significant advan-
tage for lawyers. It not only levels the playing field
for small firms competing against larger ones, but if
used correctly, it can provide an essential competi-
tive edge.®®

Courtroom Dynamics

Using an iPad permits the litigator to gain control
over the courtroom presentation by, for example,
pacing the witness examination, engaging jurors
with a dynamic display of the evidence, and high-
lighting or emphasizing specific parts of a displayed
exhibit. After all, trial counsel is most familiar with
the exhibits and knows how to use them strategi-
cally. In this regard, user-friendly apps that require
minimal training allow for self-presentation without
requiring a hot-seat trial technician, eliminating any
barrier between the lawyer and the jury.

Trial lawyers who use an iPad during court and
related proceedings have several advantages. For
instance, it can demonstrate their mastery of the
facts and speed up the process by avoiding the need
to request exhibits be displayed verbally. Addition-
ally, it can cut expenses by eliminating the need
to hire trial technicians to display evidence. While
these specialists may have the technical expertise
and the necessary equipment, many courtrooms
now have monitors and systems that enable lawyers
to connect easily.?® Basic HDMI adapters and wire-
less technology designed for an iPad are used for
this purpose.®®

ENHANCING ADVOCACY THROUGH IPAD APPS

Strategically designed iPad apps, such as LIT SUITE,
amplify the litigator’'s tool kit by providing con-
venient access to critical documents and exhib-
its. These apps, including the pioneering TrialPad,
empower litigators to craft complete case narratives
through efficient organization, presentation, and
evidence annotation.?' TrialPad comes bundled with
case preparation software for transcript manage-
ment, video depositions (TranscriptPad), and docu-
ment review (DocReviewPad).>? The package also

includes ExhibitsPad, an electronic exhibits binder
for the judge, jury, or mediator to view and annotate
on a dedicated iPad.>?

TrialPad is a flexible tool designed for litigators. It
offers complete customization and enables lawyers
to express their creativity. It can download exhibits
from flash drives and Cloud accounts such as Drop-
box or One Drive.?* TrialPad’s multimedia compo-
nent allows for importing, editing, and presenting
video and PDF files. It provides essential profes-
sional presentation tools such as callouts and high-
lights and an electronic laser selection that enables
attorneys to draw the jury’s attention to specific sec-
tions of displayed pages.*® One of its most conve-
nient features is the ability to easily create electronic
exhibit stickers that can be affixed to exhibits before
deposition, trial or even on the spot.3¢

Litigators can also benefit from trial preparation apps
like DocReviewPad,®” and TranscriptPad.?® These
powerful tools allow for easy import, organization,
review, and annotation of documents, making them
readily accessible for reference. By creating a work-
flow that utilizes both apps, litigators can develop a
user-friendly and highly effective litigation system.
3 DocReviewPad allows users to make direct exami-
nation, cross-examination, opening statements, and
closing arguments folders and quickly drop pages
or highlighted sections into designated folders.
Relevant folders and pages can then be sent to Tri-
alPad for display, creating a virtual trial notebook.
4 This portfolio can contain all the sections and
dividers found in a physical trial binder, and its con-
tents can be readily displayed using TrialPad. When
these tools are used in conjunction, litigators can
have more control over the attention of a factfinder,
mediator, or jury, increasing their chances of achiev-
ing a favorable outcome. #

A lawyer’s case is often built on deposition testi-
mony. Perhaps the mostimportantapp in this regard
is TranscriptPad, which has an intuitive interface.*”?
This software lets lawyers view transcripts and cre-
ate issue tags to organize the probative facts by
assigning case-specific issues. TranscriptPad offers
a helpful scrolling feature that makes reviewing
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and analyzing testimony more convenient. Annota-
tions or notes can be entered by keyboard or dicta-
tion.”® The software developer has even introduced
an upgrade to TranscriptPad that enables counsel
to synchronize transcripts with video recordings
of depositions on iPads without additional cost
or requiring third-party apps.** With this feature,
trial lawyers can easily mark specific parts of the
transcript for playback of a video clip or to create
impeachment slides.* These slides are designed to
focus on a single question and answer, making for a
more impactful presentation. The user can choose
between a black font on a white background or a
white font on a black background.*®

However, a word of caution is in order. As with
any technology, a digital system has inherent pit-
falls. These risks must be considered to fully reap
the benefits.”” The most obvious problem is that the
trial technology fails to work. This risk can and will
occur, so it is necessary to have a backup plan and
substitute hardware and software readily available.*

Integration of an iPad with
Microsoft Windows Office

Lawyers may have concerns about integrating an
iPad, which runs on Apple’s 10S platform, into a law
practice that is running Microsoft-based Windows
platform. However, once a proper workflow is estab-
lished, and basic training is completed, an iPad user
can import documents from a Windows PC using a
flash drive with both USB-A and USB-C connectors.*
Additionally, LIT SUITE apps allow for document
importing via a cloud account.®® Microsoft 365 for
iPad runs smoothly and enables the use of the same
programs on an |OS device as on Microsoft Win-
dows, including Outlook, Word, PowerPoint, Excel,
and Teams.”’

Using a MacBook and iPad as Companion Devices

The simultaneous use of an iPad and MacBook
proves highly advantageous for litigators. Features
like Airdrop facilitate seamless file transfer between
the two devices.>? Additionally, the Universal Control
feature on the MacBook empowers unified device
control using a single trackpad and keyboard. Many

lawyers today are accustomed to working with dual
monitors so this dual utilization should be a com-
fortable transition.>?

The iPad can also be an external touchscreen moni-
tor with screen-mirroring technology. This allows
users to work with apps, like TrialPad, on a Mac and
mirror the content to the iPad to present exhibits
to witnesses during depositions.>* Witnesses can
use the iPad’s touchscreen to annotate testimony,
which can then be electronically marked and shared
with opposing counsel and court reporters through
email or Air Drop. Screen mirroring is a built-in fea-
ture in Mac, iPad, and iPhone. Additionally, afford-
able third-party apps available for both Windows
and Mac offer expanded capabilities. In this regard,
one of the most popular mirroring apps is Reflec-
tor 4, which allows users to mirror an iPad to a Win-
dows computer or two I0S devices.> Reflector 4
plays a crucial role in a Windows-based law firm as
it enables Windows PCs to display an iPad screen.>®

Display Options for Presenting

Two distinct avenues exit for presenting from an
iPad: wired and wireless. Leveraging technology
like Apple TV, iPads can wirelessly project content
onto large screens, while hardwiring through HDMI
adapters ensures high-quality presentations.>” Apple
TV is small network appliance hardware that plays
media data such as movies and television shows,
apps, and games and allows for display on an HDTV
or monitor.°® When used with AirPlay, it also allows
for a peer-to-peer network that does not require an
internet connection.>® Apple TV uses bluetooth to
permit users to mirror their iPhone, iPad, or Mac to
the Apple TV interface and then display the informa-
tion on any monitor in a courtroom.5°

When using a projector, it must be bright enough
for easy viewing on a large screen. Apple TV is a
compact network appliance that displays media
data on an HDTV or monitor, including movies, TV
shows, apps, and games. It also allows for peer-to-
peer networking without an internet connection
when used with AirPlay.®" In turn, bluetooth allows
users to mirror their devices, such as iPhones, iPads,
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or Macs, to the Apple TV interface and display con-
tent on any monitor in a courtroom. Another option
is to hardwire the HDMI cable to the iPad using an
adapter available from Apple allowing for the HDMI
to be introduced into the USB C port. ¢

CONCLUSION

The introduction of Al into the legal domain is an
undeniable reality, even if some attorneys remain
hesitant to embrace this transformative change
fully. Central to this evolution is the iPad, a versa-
tile and portable device that empowers litigators to
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